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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101-3140 

JAN 09 2018 

Ms. Kristen Leonard, Chief Public Affairs Officer 
Port of Portland 
7200 N .E. Airport Way 
Portland, Oregon 97218 

Dear Ms. Leonard: 

OFFICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

CLEANUP 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Port of Portland (Port) have been meeting to 
discuss implementation ofEPA's January 2017 Record of Decision, Portland Harbor Superfund Site, 
Portland Oregon (ROD) at Terminal 4. EPA and the Port share a common goal of implementing EPA's 
ROD at Terminal 4 in an expeditious manner. The purpose ofthis letter is to outline the conceptual 
agreements to date between EPA and the Port in EPA's ROD implementation. 

Both EPA and the Port understand that, while EPA and the Port have reached common agreement on 
implementing the ROD, outstanding questions remain. EPA and the Port agree to engage in a parallel 
process of amending the existing Administrative Settlement and Administrative Order on Consent to 
include a new Statement of Work (SOW) while we further discuss the Port's outstanding questions and 
identify mechanisms to resolve them. EPA will engage the Technical Coordinating Team members for 
their input and comments on draft amendments that EPA and the Port develop for the Administrative 
Settlement and Administrative Order on Consent and SOW. EPA and the Port also agree that, when 
sufficient understanding has been reached on the Port's questions between the parties, EPA will engage 
the Technical Coordinating Team members for their input and comment on those questions. 

The details of the conceptual agreements to date follow. The Port inquired from EPA if other 
technologies than those identified in Figure 31 b. Technology Assignments, Selected Remedy, River Mile 
4 to 6 could be utilized at Terminal 4. EPA and the Port have reached agreement that EPA's ROD 
Figure 28. Technology Application Decision Tree (Decision Tree), outlines a step-wise decision process 
for evaluating the site characteristics and sampling data to identify the appropriate technology for 
attaining the cleanup goals. Applying the Decision Tree is the best path forward to resolving the 
following questions the Port has raised in implementing the ROD at T4: 

• Technology assignment that considers the existing structures (including structures associated with prior 
cleanup activities) found within Terminal 4; and 

• Whether capping is an available technology where it can be shown to be compatible with current and 
future navigation needs at Terminal 4. 

EPA and the Port also discussed how to evaluate designing post-remedy surfaces that do not meet the 
existing surface elevations if placement of a cap is determined to be appropriate. As discussed, EPA 
would provide the Port the opportunity to evaluate designing post-remedy surfaces at shallower depths 
considering the requirements described in the ROD at Section 14.2.9 Design Requirements. 



EPA and the Port agree that amending the existing Administrative Settlement and Administrative Order 
on Consent is the most efficient path forward to begin informing and refining the technology 
assignments. This process would include EPA and the Port agreeing to a second amendment to the 
Administrative Settlement and Administrative Order on Consent for Removal Action in the Matter of the 
Portland Harbor Superfund Site, Terminal 4 Re»loval Action Area, Portland Oregon, U.S. EPA Region 
X CERCLA Docket No. 10-2004-009, including a revised SOW. The tasks associated with the revised 
SOW would include, at a minimum, sampling to support remedial design consistent with future land use 
and refine the Conceptual Site Model. EPA has also recommended to the Port it consider performing 
some percent of Remedial Design under the amended agreement, as this provides a mechanism for 
applying the Decision Tree and further refining the technology assignments at Terminal 4. 

I appreciate the open dialogue with the Port in evaluating the best path forward to implement EPA' s 
ROD in an expeditious manner. We look forward to working with the Port on the cleanup of Terminal 4. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Sheryl Bilbrey t 
Director 

cc: TCT Members 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
Oregon Department of State Lands 


